Surname 2

Name:
Tutor:
Course:
Date:
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Assessment tools are crucial as they assist the early child educators to determine if the young children are making any progress. It is always good for the early childhood educators to come up with ways through which they can tell whether they are realizing the results of their efforts. The efforts of these early childhood educators can only be noted after having found out whether the children have got what they have been taught in the past.
One of the assessment tool that has been in use is that of observation. The other assessment tool is that of rating scales. Observation as an assessment tool involves taking a strategic approach to watch and document young children as they interact. It is important to ensure that the early childhood educators observe the children within the context of the daily childcare activities as well as routines. This will enable the educators to obtain valuable information concerning the children’s development, interests and individual needs. The same case applies for the rating scales. The early childhood educators ought to observe the children within the class context as they fill the rating scales. The rating scales will be listed with the things that are to be rated. For instance, activities, language-reasoning, personal care routines and interaction among other important things that the teachers seem to consider important during the learning and overall development of their learners. The two, observation and rating scales, involves looking at what the children are doing in and around their learning environment and noting down their progress. The difference is that observation taken the form of looking at what the kids are doing whereas rating scales involves allocating figures, for instance picking a figure from a scale of 0-5.
The scoring system of observation is different from that of a rating scale. Observation takes the form of an educator looking at what the children are doing and making a decision with regard to their progress. On the other hand, a rating scale involves an educator picking on one figure between the rages of the rating scale that is used in grading the progress of the children. Rating scale appears to be more reliable compared to observation since it shows to what extent a child has got a certain idea that was taught. It demonstrates that the kids have got the idea taught in class or demonstrated within any of their learning environment, it could be even be in the field. The two methods can also be used to indicate or predict the children’s outcomes. For instance, when a child is observed to be following what the teacher instructs him or her to do means he or she has got the idea of what is being taught. The rating scale can also be used to predict the children’s outcomes since those who happen to have scored high will definitely score well at the end of the term. They two forms of assessment tools are universally used thus making them to be considered valid across all cultures.  
Conclusively, the rating scale and observation are one of the most used assessment methods throughout the world. Observation involves looking at kids as they interact or checking whether they are carrying out what they have been instructed to do. On the other hand, the rating scale involves a range of numerals, for instance, 0-5, from where an educator can rate the performance of a child.  
